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ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [1.59 pm]:  I report to the house the progress of the proposed environmental 
centre.  Last night on 30 November, a visioning workshop, hosted by the City of Joondalup, was held at 
Bridgeleigh in Wanneroo and more than 80 people attended.  A good contingent of elected members and staff 
from the Cities of Wanneroo and Joondalup were in attendance, along with longstanding members of the 
community who have been lobbying for this important facility to be built in the northern corridor for more than 
10 years.  Aboriginal communities were also well represented by elders of the Nyoongah community and a 
report was presented on the cultural education program, which 4 500 people attended during the year.  The 
success of that program is continuing to increase.  Edith Cowan University and other prominent organisations 
were also well represented.  Presentations from other environmental centres such as Piney Lakes and Herdsman 
were given, illustrating the advantages, disadvantages, opportunities and threats associated with the 
establishment and general running of and programs associated with an environmental centre.  Issues discussed 
were the need for such a facility in the corridor, which was overwhelmingly in the affirmative; extent of usage 
and tenancy; possible locations in the Yellagonga Regional Park; and features that would create a popular and 
prosperous educational centre for the use of all residents and groups residing in the northern corridor.  I 
congratulate the City of Joondalup for the way in which this workshop was hosted and structured.  Due to these 
efforts, a steering committee will now be established to further the discussion and planning process.  I am sure 
that my colleagues in the northern corridor look forward to the progression of this project, which has the 
potential to deliver a highly valued and diverse service to the people of the northern corridor. 
 


